Surname1
Surname3
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student’s Name
Professor’s Name
Course
Date
Making a Case for Medea in Euripides’ Medea Play
Human beings are created with a vulnerable heart and mind which may twist depending on the circumstance. Some may have the strength to deal with and manage their situation when they are found in between tough circumstances. However, this can be a huge challenge to others. As a result, they fail to understand and manage the kind of choices they make. This is the same case with Medea in Euripides’ play. Medea finds herself in various predicaments that certainly changed her character from what she is. Without the ability to control her actions, Medea resolves to commit actions that demeaned her character in the play. However, it is important to understand the circumstances that led Medea to her line of choices and actions in the play rather than her horrific actions. 
Euripides portrays Medea as a violent and murderous woman. But how did Medea get to this point of making the choice to murder or being violent towards people around her? In the beginning, she is a devoted wife. She kills her beloved brother to distract her father from pursuing Jason who stole the Golden Fleece. To Medea this action shows the extent of her love for Jason. As a result, she shows Jason the much she can do only for her to be with him. Euripides portrays Medea as the woman deeply in love with her husband. Euripides writes “when she looked at the finery, she could not resist, but agreed with her husband on everything” (1155).  
As a woman who gave up everything, Medea is hurt to learn that everyone supposed to protect, cherish and love her abandoned her. Jason promised to marry and love her. However, with political ambitions, Jason abandons Medea to marry Glauce King Kreon’s daughter. It is a normal thing in human beings to react and get hurt when betrayed by a loved one. Furthermore, King Kreon who promised to protect both of them decides to banish her from Corinth and makes his daughter Glauce Jason’s bride. This way, Medea’s heartbreak leads her to make horrible choices to kill Jason’s new bride and her father, the king. Using her sorcery charms Medea sends poison to the royal family using a dress. In Medea’s thoughts, Euripides says, “Charm and the ambrosial gleam will persuade her to put on the dress and gold wrought crown” (985).
Medea is troubled as a mother. She does not have a place to go with her children after the King only gives her one day to leave Corinth. The King has ordered her to leave with her children. As a mother, it is troublesome to think how the children will survive the journey to look for another place to settle. This adds to her already tainting heart which results in her decision to kill her children too to hurt Jason. When Medea looks at her children she says, “boys, my boys, this is your city and home where will live, forever deprived of your mother, leaving me in misery” (Euripides 1025).
Therefore, I think the murderous character portraying Medea is a result of the actions of people she loves and cherishes in her life. Her actions were guided by the things she deemed to give her peace. 
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